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El Disco: Charged Particles in the Vicinity
March 6 – April 19, 2025

Silver Themed Reception:
Thursday, March 6, 7-10p
Esteemed Guest: Tennyson Woodbridge from El Disco
Music: Extraterrestrial beats by MILK 

Contact: RULE Gallery, (303) 800-6776, pr@rulegallery.com

(Denver, CO) – For its final exhibition at its current Denver location, RULE Gallery presents Charged Particles in the Vicinity, a collection of Polaroid images from the artist collaborative El Disco. The show opens with a celebratory evening on Thursday, March 6th, from 7-10p, featuring grooves from Denver's iconic DJ, MILK. Visitors are encouraged to don silver attire for an evening where unexpected "happenings" are bound to unfold.

Emerging from Los Angeles in 1987 as part of the rising tide of UFO sightings and the flourishing psychic culture of the 1980s, El Disco began as a three-artist collaborative focusing on reality-based Fortean phenomena and a plethora of anomalous events. The American Southwest had long been considered ground zero for unexplained aerial sightings, with its vast deserts and mysterious lights capturing the public imagination. Within this landscape, El Disco positioned themselves as the artistic voice of this distinctly American mythology. Over their many years together, artists Joe Clower, Steve Thomsen, and Tennyson Woodbridge documented hundreds of events across the West—both factual and presumed—building an archive that speaks to humanity's eternal fascination with the enigmatic while simultaneously creating a visual anthropology of America's relationship with the UFO. Their work stands as a testament to a uniquely American paradox: a culture simultaneously defined by pragmatic innovation and yet boundless mystical curiosity.

In an era before digital manipulation and smartphone ubiquity, El Disco believed unexplained phenomena were far more prevalent than the culture acknowledged. Once you know how to look for it, naturally the phenomena finds you. With careful documentation and artistic inquiry, their methodology has earned them a unique position within the rich lexicon of UFO investigation and contemporary art performance.

In our current moment of renewed UAP reporting and with increasingly blurred lines between what is factual vs. fictional, the El Disco archive captures a uniquely human preoccupation—our collective desire to find wonder in the unexplained and, in turn, our interest in being studied by such wonder in return. 

As RULE Gallery's final exhibition at 808 Santa Fe Drive, we invite viewers to join us in exploring the unknown—drawing conclusions about what lies beyond our everyday understanding. Like El Disco's investigations that challenged conventional thinking, RULE Gallery will evolve beyond traditional gallery walls for the remainder of 2025, pursuing experimental forms of artistic engagement throughout Denver that reimagine how we experience contemporary art within the broader landscape.


Joe Clower, (b. 1937 Norfolk, VA – d. 2024 Denver, CO) received his BFA in 1963 from the University of Georgia, Athens, GA, and his MFA in 1967 from the University of Colorado, Boulder, CO.  While at CU Boulder he became connected with many of Colorado’s new wave of artists as a member of Boulder’s Armory Group and later the Criss-Cross artist co-operative. Clower has exhibited his work nationally since 1964, including exhibitions in New York City, NY; Los Angeles, CA; San Diego, CA; Chicago, IL; Seattle, WA; and throughout Colorado. His museum exhibitions include the Denver Art Museum, MCA/Denver, Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Kansas City Art Institute, Whitney Museum of American Art, Center on Contemporary Art Seattle, The Harwood Museum, Museum of Contemporary Art Los Angeles, Alaska State Museum, in addition to numerous University institutions around the country. His work is in the public collection of The Art Institute of Chicago, The Eli and Edythe Broad Collection, the National Gallery of Australia, Security Pacific Bank, Warner Brothers Records, and many private collections.                                   (CNTD on page 2)


Steve Thomsen (b. 1950, Los Angeles, CA) has been a central figure in the West Coast avant-garde art and sound-art scenes for over 35 years. He co-founded the Los Angeles-based art collective World Imitation in the late 1970s, leading to the formation of Monitor, an experimental art/music band active in the late ’70s and early ’80s. He later co-founded the bands Solid Eye (1992) and Swan Trove (1995) while continuing to produce collage-based chapbooks and releasing solo works on cassette and CD. In 2015, the Neurec label released Skeleton Works, a five-CD retrospective of his visual and sound art. His work has been exhibited nationally in Los Angeles, San Francisco, New York, and Tokyo, with notable presentations at The Box and Track 16 in Los Angeles and The Brooklyn Museum in NY. Thomsen now resides in the southwestern U.S., where he explores mine shafts and caves for phosphorescent formations and geological curiosities.

Tennyson Woodbridge (b. 1963, Long Beach, CA) is a multidisciplinary visual, conceptual, and performance artist. He earned his BFA in Studio Art from the College of Creative Studies at the University of California, Santa Barbara, and his MFA in Painting from the University of California, Los Angeles. Woodbridge has exhibited in Los Angeles, Beverly Hills, Orange County, and Palos Verdes, California, as well as internationally in Havana, Cuba. His work has been shown at Cirrus Gallery, the Paley Center for Media, the Palos Verdes Art Center, the Orange County Center for Contemporary Art, and UCLA’s Dickson Art Center. He has participated in artist residencies in Saxnäs, Sweden, at Ricklundgården, producing large-format in-camera panograph series capturing the Scandinavian solstice light. In 2021, he established his studio in Vallejo, California, where he continues to create, perform and facilitate visual arts.

RULE Gallery, founded in 1991, has locations in Denver, CO, and Marfa, TX. RULE represents emerging and mid-career contemporary artists and artist estates, with a focus on fostering investigative art practices while developing artists' long-term careers. Outside their robust in-house exhibition schedule, RULE coordinates programming in prominent institutions and non-traditional settings, expanding community engagement with the work. In addition, the gallery actively endeavors to bring greater recognition of the region's historic art movements to a broader audience. For more information, visit  http://www.rulegallery.com/ 
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